Minutes for the North Island Amateurs

4th February 2008
Present:
Steve Phillips, Phil Clabby, Ival Brownlee, Anne Phillips, John Kriechbaumer, 

Michelle McGregor, Steve Hollander, Phil Niall
Apologies:
Gayleen MacKinnon, Tim Vince, Roy Day, Bruce Hadley, Tony Robb

Meeting Opened at 6.30pm – Stables Café, Alexandra Park Raceway, Epsom

PREVIOUS MINUTES

Ratified by:
Phil Clabby

Seconded by:
Ival Brownlee

Matters arising from previous minutes 

Roy Day raised we should get a Grass Track Country Cup Series together for all the grass tracks – this will be raised at the end of the season for further discussion.

WORKSHOPS

Next workshop is planned for Saturday 15th & Sunday 16th March at Kumeu, with a follow up course on 6th & 7th April at Alexandra Park.   Cost for first course in $300 (novice) and second course is the Intermediate which is also $300.

FINANCE

Gayleen will update at next meeting as we have a few bills to pay for.

FUNDING

Gayleen MacKinnon is going to re-apply to Trillian Trust for the horse hire for the North Island Finals and Interprovincial races.  She will give a report back at the next meeting on how we get on.

SUMMER SERIES
All is going well in the series with several people sitting in the top 10 that are very close in the points.  There are four races left in the series to date as of this meeting.

GENERAL BUSINESS

$1000 Stakes Races –  Gayleen to arrange a poster to be put in the Stables Café and some around the stables area at Alexandra Park (location by where you get the horses saddle cloths and where horses have been allocated their box numbers).  This is to inform all trainers of the races.   Michelle will put an advert in the HR Weekly next week to advise all trainers/owners that we have two $1000 races coming up on Sat 16th Feb and Sat 1st March, no acceptance fee for trainers.  The stakes breakdown was agreed to be 1st 600, 2nd $250, 3rd $100 and 4th $50.

Norway 2008 - Steve Phillips will follow up with an email re the trip to Norway 2008 and will up date us next meeting.

Pirongha races on Boxing Day – those who attended said it was a brilliant day and next year to advise trainers of this event as it is a stakes race which is well worth it.  It was noted that Gayleen is to send a letter of thanks to the club who ran this event for having us there.

Grass Track Summer Racing – it was agreed that a Thank You letter should be sent to the clubs for allowing the amateurs to race on their tracks, they were Cambridge TC held at Te-Awamutu, Morrinsville TC at Te Aroha, Bay of Plenty TC at Tauranga, Thames TC at Thames and Kumeu TC at Avondale.

Video Day – at the next meeting to be held Monday 3rd March we will hold a video night to view the previous couple of months racing.

Fun Day – there will be an Amateur / Kids Carts fun day to be held at Kumeu Sunday 24th February and another happening March 30th and April 27th.

Race Fields – it has been noted by a few clubs that we are getting small fields ie. 6-7 starters.  We need to try and make sure we can have full fields.  Drivers are to double check with their trainers before they nominate their horse that the horse will be available for that race, so we don’t incur late scratchings.

Auckland Cup Parade – Gayleen MacKinnon has asked for volunteers for the parade which is Tuesday 4th March down the main street in Newmarket.  Please get in contact with her to assist.  She requires two horses, one in a single sulky and one in a double.  Steve Hollander said Booty would be available for it.  The horses must be quiet and used to lots of street noises and people.  She also requires someone to dress up at Hopples, so get calling her!

Summer Series Drives – Tim Vince raised for next Summer Series season that all drives are counted as scoring, not just best 12 as it is now.  This will encourage more participation and the drivers who do the hard yards get rewarded.  As it stands now someone can come in with several good horses and drive 4 or 5 times and virtually be assured of a top 8 position in the table.  He mentioned that the professional drivers points structure don’t just count their best drives, so why should we.  – it was agreed that this subject would be raised again at the end of the season, so decisions could be made before we draft up the next Summer Series rules.

Horses driven/owned by Trainer/Driver – this was raised due to circumstances arising around a trainer having a horse in a race and the owner driving the horse and the trainer driving someone else’s horse.   As we abide by HRNZ regulations and rules and have signed a document stating to that, we when apply for our licence, the rule states in the rule book, that this can’t be done.  The rule does state that under special circumstances you can apply to the stipendiary steward(s) for exemption and it is up to them to consider your application or not.   After a discussion with John Muirhead regarding this rule, he said that dispensation would not be giving readily.

Meeting closed at 7.45pm

Next meeting Monday 3rd March 2008 at 6.30pm

All agenda items to Gayleen MacKinnon or Michelle McGregor by the Thursday 28th February 2008.

