Monthly Meeting Minutes

For the North Island Amateur Drivers Association Inc - Auckland Branch
Held on Monday 9th June 2008
 
Present:    Ival Brownlee, Phil Clabby, Steve Phillips, Anne Phillips, Phil Niall, John Nigro, Robyn Arnold, Johnny Butcher, Glenis Ryan, Alan McCollum, Bruce Hadley, Michelle McGregor
                                 

Apologies:     Tim Vince, John Kriechbaumer, Gayleen MacKinnon, Matt Stormont, Steve Morgan
Meeting opened at 6.30pm in the Stables Café, Alexandra Park Raceway

 
Previous Minutes
Ratified by:  Phil Niall  
Seconded by:  Johnny Butcher
  

Matters arising from previous minutes

 
American Team 

The proposed dates are February 19th, 20th and 22nd in the South Island and the 25th at Te Rapa and the 27th at the ATC (a premier meeting).   All dates and venues will be confirmed by next meeting.
Amateur Driver Licences

A few people will be going for their Advanced Licence over the coming months.   Don’t forget, if you do not get your Advanced licence or Full licence within 3 months of applying for it you now have to re-apply.  If you miss there is a stand down period as it applies to trials drivers (3 months).
 

WORKSHOPS

We have enough people to run a course, we just need to speak with the person who looks after the markets at Alexandra Park, to see if we can utilise part of the stables area.   The dates will be confirmed at the next meeting.   Anyone wishing to help and assist on the days, please let Phil Clabby know.

 

FINANCE

Not many changes.  A full report will be presented at the next meeting. John Nigro has put up his hands to take over the financials. 
   
GENERAL BUSINESS

 
End of Year Prize Giving
A date has been set for Friday 22nd August at the Ellerslie Race Course in the Cuvee room.  Tickets will be $70ea.  An invitation will be send out to everyone soon and details will be put up on the website.  The tickets will be on sale shortly and Michelle McGregor, Anne Phillips, Tim Vince and Gayleen McKinnon can be contacted to purchase them.  This year instead of buying a trainer a ticket, some trainers who have supported the Amateurs with horses will be send a complimentary ticket to attend our Prize Giving.   We have someone this year to entertain us, which is Mr Freddy Mercury (from the band Queen for those who may not know him), so don’t forget to bring your dancing shoes along with you!!!!

Amateur World Championships
Gavin Cook represented New Zealand at the Amateur World Championship in the United States and won it!!  An article had been written and put in the Harness Racing Weekly.   We will send a letter of congratulations to Gavin from the Auckland Branch.

Errol Wallis

Errol Wallis passed away Sunday 8th June.  Errol is Michelle Wallis’s father.   To pass on our condolences, we have sent some flowers and a card on behalf of the Auckland Amateur Drivers Assn to Michelle and her family.

Summer Series

We will be reviewing the 2007-2008 rules to implement for our 2008-2009 season.  Michelle will send out the rules for discussion at our July meeting.

Horse & Trainer Points System

Phil Clabby is to compile a new spreadsheet of horses and trainers points for the new season.  There are many horses on the list that have retired etc, that will be removed.   We will keep a copy of the current spreadsheet that has been used to date, should we need to refer back to.

Auckland – Canterbury Challenge

The Canterbury challenge took place during NZ Cup week last November.  The Auckland challenge is set for Friday 13th at Alexandra Park.  The South Island driver’s team is Richard Sissons, Tim Sissons, Gavin Cook and Paul Yesburg.   The North Island team will be decided on the Wednesday night when the final fields are done.   Both the races will be over 2200 metres.   Anne Phillips is checking to see if we can get some tables in an area to entertain the South Island drivers and also for the any Auckland drivers to sit with them also.  Names will be chosen out of a hat Friday night before the first race.

Winter Series
It was mentioned to Ival Brownlee to let everyone know, that bad language was used during one of the $1000 races.   Please be mindful of your language when out on the track driving and those others in the race may take offence to such used.   Please remember even though we are competing against each other, we are to have fun while and not abuse your fellow driving mates.  If something does happen during the race that you aren’t happy with, please make sure you report it to the stipe so he had follow through on it and make his decision.

Also race conditions for this series have changed, so please ask when ringing up to put your horse(s) in if they suitable. 

We know it has been hard work getting horses for these series, and it has been recognised, but keep up the ringing and chasing around to try and find a suitable horse.  We know you are doing your best to get one.

Stake limit for horses competed in 2008-2009 Summer Series races

Tim Vince raised should consider raising the winning stake limit to say $18k?  This will be discussed at the next meeting when doing the Rules for the new season.

NZADA Website

Bruce Hadley has been looking into getting a new website designed for the NZADA.   Approval was given to Bruce to proceed with this and he said it should be up and operational by early July.   The new and improved website will be able to cater for several things that we haven’t been able to utilise on the existing website.

Race Dates for 2008-2009 Summer Series

Approval has been given from the Auckland Trotting Club for the dates submitted and we are just waiting on confirmation from the Cambridge-Te Awamutu Club, other grass track clubs and Pironga.  These should be all through by our next meeting.  The first race for the new season is set to be 1st August 2008 and the dates will be put up on the ‘new’ website shortly.   Michelle will send out the dates by email when confirmed to everyone.

 

Meeting closed at 8.00pm

 

Next meeting Monday 7th July 2008 at 6.30pm

 

Agenda Items to Michelle McGregor by the Thursday 3rd July 2008.              
