Minutes for the North Island Amateur Drivers Association  Inc Auckland branch

3rd March 2008
Present:
Steve Phillips,  Anne Phillips, Phil Clabby, Ival Brownlee, John Kriechbaumer,  Phil Niall,


Gayleen MacKinnon

Apologies:
Bruce Hadley, Michelle McGregor 

Meeting Opened at 6.40pm – Stables Café, Alexandra Park Raceway, Epsom

PREVIOUS MINUTES

Ratified by:
Anne Phillips

Seconded by:
Phil Clabby

Matters arising from previous minutes 

Phil Niall asked about the poster advertising $1,000 races in Stables Café, this was to be done by Gayleen.  If someone is not at a meeting and they are allocated a job could someone please make sure that they are asked if they can do that job.  The advertisement in the Harness Racing Weekly did not have one response.

$1,000 Races Ival  questioned the viability of these races on a Saturday and it was decided that they are a waste of time at the moment and we would look at them again for winter racing.  In the South island they pay $55 per race which includes $20.00 track fees and $35.00 for other expenses.  We really need a sponsor for these races and it will be on the agenda to discuss at the April meeting.

Grass track meeting thank you letters.  Gayleen will check with Michelle to see if this has been done.

Race Fields –  Steve Phillips accepts nominations he should not have to go chasing to full the fields.  We have had full fields when we have only had one heat. It does not help that we are not able to race on premier nights.  Steve Phillips will  go back to A.T.C to negotiate racing on premier night.

Amateur Drivers in Canterbury are looking at dividing their series into 2 parts.  We could look at doing the same by having first part September, October and November and then the grass track series and then the top 3 from each automatically go into the series final.  This will be discussed at a later meeting.

At the end of the race series season we could put on 2 races with travel voucher prizes that participating trainers throughout the race series can nominate for, they can be in to win a $5,000 travel voucher for 1st and a $3,000 travel voucher for 2nd.  We should look for a sponsor for this.  If we do not have a sponsor each driver will need to contribute $100.00

North Island Finals

Dates 28/3 and 4/4 each finalist will supply 2 suitable horses. The draw for horses will take place in the 

Stables café 1 hour before the 1st race.

Norway Trip

Steve Phillips will follow this and the Russian trip up and report back at the next meeting.

Workshops

They are planned for the 15th – 16th of March at Kumeu and the 8th  - 9th of April at Auckland.

We need to get these dates up on our website and the HRNZ website.

Finance

Gayleen presented up to date balance sheets and accounts for payment..

Funding

Our funding was declined due to not enough funds available we have reapplied for NZ finals in April and Interprovincial challenge in May
General Business

We discussed novice heats these will be accommodated at the Kumeu fun days in the mean time as there is not really anyone needing to get their 10 drives up at the moment.

World Championships -  12 drivers will compete in at least 6 races.  The want trotting races which will be a problem as 95% of our horses are pacers.  They need to be tote races and rules will need to be established.  Steve Phillips will discuss our thought with Richard.
Executive review of Amateur Drivers – this has still not happened
Meeting day – Monday does not really work as it does not suit that many people. We will look at changing the day it will be on the agenda for the next meeting.

Meeting closed at 8.00pm

Next meeting Wednesday 16th April 2008 at 6.30pm

Agenda Items to Gayleen MacKinnon or Michelle McGregor by the Monday 14th of April 2008.

