Minutes for the 
North Island Amateur Drivers Association Inc - Auckland Branch
Held on Monday 12th May 2008
 
Present:       Steve Phillips,  Phil Clabby, Ival Brownlee, John Kriechbaumer,  Phil Niall, Gayleen MacKinnon, Michelle McGregor, Alan McCollum, Johnny Butcher, Steve Morgan, John Nigro, Robyn Arnold 

                                 

Apologies:    Anne Phillips, Bruce Hadley, Tim Vince, Glenis Ryan, Don Clark 

 

Meeting Opened at 6.40pm – Stables Café, Alexandra Park Raceway, Epsom

 PREVIOUS MINUTES

Ratified by: Michelle McGregor

Seconded by: Phil Niall  
    
 

Matters arising from previous minutes

 
Gayleen confirmed that the thank you letters had been sent to the clubs. 

 

Novice Drivers

Phil Clabby will get a list of novice drivers together.  We have a few who have done the questions and are starting to drive with the trainers they are helping out.  We will try to assist in getting fields together at the workouts for their novice drives.

 

Advanced Licences

Congratulations to Bruce Hadley who passed his advanced licence last week.  There are still a few people who are eligible for this.  It would be great if they could get on so we have enough advanced amateurs (we need at least 10 to have a field).  The Advanced drivers from the South would be prepared to travel up for a race.

 

If you do not get your advanced licence or full licence within 3 months of applying for it you now have to re-apply.  If you miss there is a stand down period as it applies to trials drivers (2 months)
 

Workshops

We are looking at holding another course next month, possibly mid week at Alexandra Park, although we do need to accommodate the people who are only available in the weekend.  This course would have to be run at Kumeu.
Johnny Butcher and Steve Morgan both passed their time trials last week and are now full amateurs,

Congratulations also to them.

  

Finance

Gayleen will present a full report at the next meeting.  
 
  
General Business

 
Review of Summer Series

 Gayleen thought the series went really well and for the next series there needed to a rule in place to clarify an equal standing.  (this is covered in the new proposed rules)

Phil Clabby suggested that we look at our dates and perhaps start the series earlier as it was hard to get 2 heats for the finals NI and NZ as we were competing with horses away on the grass track circuits.

 

Steve Phillips distributed a list of possible dates.  He has spoken to Rod Croon and he doesn’t see a problem with us racing on premier nights.
We discussed have a longer series, or having a Spring and a Summer series and taking the top 4 from each series.  John Nigro asked that the number of races counted be reduced to give those that do not get many drives a better chance.  This would not actually help, as it would be of greater assistance to those who drove more, as they would be able to drop more races and we could easily have 2 or 3 competitors on maximum points after they had dropped their worst races.

 

Phil Niall moved that we just had one series. Seconded by Gayleen – carried.

 

We will race as many races as we can starting in August and finishing at the end of February.  We would look to have the finals in March and the NZ finals to fit in with the South Island.

 

The number of drives that count will be no more than 50% of the number of drives available, i.e. if there are 30 races then 15 drives will count.

 

Steve Phillips will confirm the dates after he has approval from the clubs.

 

Stipendiary Control

Michelle McGregor read out an e mail she had received from Don Clark wishing to generate a discussion about the stipendiary situation, it was the general consensus of those present at the meeting that everyone is happy with Tony Robb.  Ival will act as a liaison with Tony to ensure that penalties are consistent and he will keep a record of penalties handed out.  He will also have a list of our rules and recommended penalties on hand.  With regard to stipendiary control in the Waikato, Colin Butler will still act on the day and tapes referred to Tony Robb.  

 

American Team 

The possible dates for the visiting American team races are February 19th , 20th  and 22nd  in the SI and the 25th at Te Rapa and the 27th at the ATC (premier and Manawatu as per the list)

 

Winter Series

Thank you to Ken Breckon from Hydroflow who has agreed to sponsor this series.   The first race will be the 30th of May, see the web site for dates and conditions.   Gayleen will send a letter of thanks to Hydroflow.

 

New Zealand Finals

Alan McCollum our NZ champ reported that the NZ finals were well organised, the Southern Hospitality was great and our competitors were well looked after, a good time was had by all.  Gayleen will send a letter of thanks.

 

Groom Sponsorship NI Harness Awards

Ival asked if we were going to sponsor this award this year, as he would be asked at the horseman’s meeting on the 13th.  It was decided after discussion that we would be better off sponsoring an award at the Northern Harness Cadet awards, as it would be more beneficial to the recipient.  The cost of sponsorship has gone up to $1500. 

 
Prize giving

Michelle read an e-mail from Tim suggesting a change of format to a more casual evening considering we would not have video footage from Barry Lichter.  A sub committee of Michelle, Tim Anne and Gayleen will look into this and report back.  We will look for a date in late July.

 

Caduceus Club Tony Shaw Dinner

On Sunday the 1st of June there is a Dinner being held at Alexandra Park.   Tickets available from Peter Ferguson or  Kryssie Boyce from Alexandra Park $40 per head.  Susan Devoy will be guest speaker.

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.00pm

 

Next meeting Monday 9th of June 2008 at 6.30pm

 

Agenda Items to Gayleen MacKinnon or Michelle McGregor by the Thursday 5th of June 2008.              
