Minutes for the North Island Amateur Drivers Association
5th September 2011
Present:
Steve Phillips, Anne Phillips, Phil Clabby, Ival Brownlee,


Jeff Darby, Jon Nigro, Stu Ashworth, Gayleen MacKinnon, 


Frank Phelan, Tim Vince, Danny Blakemore, Johnnie Butcher

John Kriechbaumer, Sally and Richard Yoakley, Gavin Cook,

Phil Niall.
Apologies:
Glenis Ryan, Robyn Arnold, Bruce Hadley
Meeting Opened at 6.30pm – Stables Café, Alexandra Park Raceway, Epsom

Previous Minutes
Ratified by:

Jeff Darby

Seconded by:
Ival Brownlee
Cup week 
All set to go ahead, open nominations please advise John Kriechbaumer or Jeff Darby Show Day 11th November. Team of four with two drives each $200 fee per drive.
Track Fees 
Track fees are to be paid to Matt Stormont prior to the race.  It is the driver’s responsibility to locate Matt .
Website 
Jeff Darby has been working on this there are still changes happening, keep an eye out and see what is happening, any feedback to Jeff. The new banner looks great. Any photos appreciated, these can be updated on a regular basis.
Workshops
New date after cancellation of last course due to home show 5th and 6th of November
Finance
Jon Nigro did not have a report to present there has not been any changes except for $1000 to the NZADA.
End of Year Function
Thanks to Tim for hosting this and Anne and Phil for the certificates and prizes.  
Please make sure if you have not paid your  $20  per person, this is to be paid as soon as possible to Jon Nigro.

North Island Awards

Congratulations to Jeff Darby on winning the North Island Amateur Driver of the Year.

Meeting Room

Gayleen will follow this up with Auckland Trotting Club and report back 
Summer Series
We have now had 3 rounds and everything is going well.  Magness Sound and Video need to be advised of race dates.
Reminder starting procedures make sure you know who you are following and keep the circle wide.  If you have a horse that does not like circling just keep out the back and let the starter know that’s what you are doing.

If any drivers need a hand at the start please ask the starters assistance for help if you need it.

Jeff Darby will put a warning from Frank with the fields.

Emergency horses, if your horse is scratched you must notify the emergency
starters trainer and driver by 8.30am on the race day to allow the emergency to start.

Refer rule number 

4.12 Withdrawals.  In the event of a horse’s withdrawal from an amateur drivers’ race:

a.   The nominated driver must notify the driver of the next balloted horse and    the race co-coordinator of that withdrawal, not later than 9:00am of the morning of the race.

b.   Failure to make notification in accordance with this rule will result in the  driver’s mandatory stand down for the next succeeding race.

c.    The Committee may, in its sole discretion, wave the mandatory stand down imposed under paragraph (b), if the driver can establish, to the complete satisfaction of the Committee, that the driver had taken all reasonable steps that could have prevented the failure to make notification under paragraph (a) and that the failure was for reasons that were entirely beyond the driver’s control. 

.

General Business
Frank Phelan asked if there was any room for discretion with regard to the push out rule.  After a discussion it was decided to keep it black and white and no discretion with regard to this rule.
World Cup Report – Gavin Cook
Gavin presented the World Cup report; his role is Cup co-ordinator.  There is a team of people required from the 18th of January, expecting 50 guests who will be staying at Sky City Hotel.
The TAB is looking to run a book on the event and have driver profiles on the Box Seat the Wednesday prior to the races.
Steve Phillips - appointed liaison person for race conditions with the ATC,  he will appoint and co-ordinate a team of people to liaise with trainers to nominate horses for this event.

Tim Vince - to co-ordinate chaperones for each driver and a senior driver to assist with any stipendiary enquiry.

Danny Blakemore - appointed Flag Marshall - putting flags and buntings up at functions and race tracks.

Anne Phillips – appointed to organise and liaise with the club re race night hospitality for driver’s guests and family.

Thank you to Gavin for updating us on the Amateur Drivers World Cup in January 2012. Gavins report will be on the website with the minutes from this meeting.
Tote Races

Two additional Amateur tote races have been approved per month. The first race is scheduled for the 16th of September.  Danny Blakemore on behalf of Blockbuster Video Highland Park has agreed to underwrite a trainer’s prize of $500 for the first two races. This will be a random draw. All participants are required to pay a $50.00 starting fee.
Advanced Amateur Drivers need to ring around and encourage trainers to nominate horses for this event.

Meeting closed at 9.10pm

Next meeting Monday 3rd October 2011 at 6.30pm

Agenda Items to Gayleen MacKinnon by Thursday 29th September 2011

gayleenmackinnon@gmail.com  or 021 360 203

