MEETING MINUTES

For the NZ Amateur Drivers Association Inc. Auckland Branch

Held on Monday 1st November 2010

Present

John Kriechbaumer,  Jeff Darby, Ival Brownlee, John Nigro, Phil Clabby, Phil Niall , Steve Phillips,  Anne Phillips, Gayleen MacKinnon, Steve Hollander, Derek Moore

Apologies

Robyn Arnold, Glennis Ryan, Adrienne Mathews, Matt Stormont, Richard Yoakley. Johnnie Butcher, Sally Yoakley.

Meeting opened at 6.35pm.

Previous Minutes: from 4th October
Ratified by: Phil Nial

Seconded by: Jon Nigro

Matters arising from previous minutes
Provincial Challenge

Invercargill: Johnnie Butcher, Matt Stormont, Danny Blakemore (captain), Derek Moore

Canterbury Auckland Challenge

Riccarton: Michelle Northcott, Anne Phillips, John Kriechbaumer, Ival Brownlee

Ashburton: Jeff Darby, Steve Hollander, Steve Phillips, Denny Baker?
Metro: Jeff Darby, Steve Hollander Steve Phillips, Denny Baker

Following discussion the proposed subsidy for the Invercargill drivers of $200pp was confirmed
It has been very difficult to get drivers for the Canterbury races with the cost of $200 per drive. Therefore some drivers have been prevailed upon to drive twice. In those cases a subsidy of $100 will be available for their second drive. Still need to confirm 1 driver for Ashburton

National Meeting: will be held in Chch on Wednesday 10th November. Anyone in Chch is welcome to attend
Ival will report on the northern scene
New Race Dates: for advanced Amateurs confirmed, Races will be held on the first 5 of the following dates with the extra date being available if for any reason 1 of the planned races doesn’t eventuate.
14th December Kumeu, 21st Dec, 1st March Kumeu, 3 May Kumeu, 21st June Manukau
9th July Northland

Finances

No financial statement this month, very little movement in the account
There is one outstanding account for The Sulky Shop for wingnuts

The stipendiary payment has been confirmed as $30 for 1 race, $50 for 2races
Workshop

Course confirmed on the 4th and 5th December. Strong bookings. The Edge radio station are planning to bring staff for double sulky rides during this weekend in return for promoting the following course in Feb
General Business
Race Books

Jeff Darby is doing an excellent job, was asked to consider putting horse points on the race book page, but is reluctant as is another job to do when the points are already available on the website under resources.
Both horse and driver points are usually updated on the resources page every 2 weeks

Series Races

Race fields and results, thanks to Kevin Smith, will now go on HRNZ site as workouts.

However these results only go to 5th so we still require full list of placings 1-9 for the driver and horse points. The results are faxed by the judge to reception where a copy can be made.

The debrief meetings are to move to the meeting room. ATC is to arrange to move the TV there

North Island Finals and Nationals

At the previous meeting the minutes read:  “discussion was raised regarding the winner of the summer series being allowed automatic entry into Nationals. The driver would also be a non runner and the next 8 qualifiers would all race over the next 4 races to find the top 3 to join that driver. Some people felt this defies logic as the driver could make it difficult for other drivers. Also that this driver has not been driving all sorts of horses as they choose which horses they drive. Others felt the winner of the series needs recognition and it is possible that they could draw all the slower horses and not make the Nationals.”
 It was decided to readdress this issue in next meeting, so as many as possible are urged to attend this meeting to discuss this. (Minutes 4th October)

Discussion continued on this point at this meeting:
In summary it was felt that the minutes of the AGM 2010 did not accurately summarise the decision of that meeting.

Minutes AGM 2010 record the following
Frank B raised an issue on the forum – summer series. He felt this was a show piece for amateur driving. He felt who ever finishes in the top 8 should automatically go to the North Island Series. This would give them a better recognition. The 4 race series normally determined this and Adrienne felt that as the drivers did not choose their horses it was the luck of the draw as it was not easy to always get the same quality of horses. Jeff agreed that more recognition was needed for the person who keeps entering. Only concern that the top driver sits around for a month not driving. Anne felt it unfortunate that good drivers can have the worst horse. Adrienne felt the practice driving is up to the individual to organise themselves, drives at workouts etc to keep in practice. So Frank moved the motion.

1. The winner of Summer Series be designated N. Island Champion.

2. N. Island Champion automatic qualification for the National Finals.

3. We rename N. Island Finals to become the National Qualifying Series.

4. The N. Island Finals – The National Champion qualifies automatically plus the next 3 top points scorers.

Resulting rule Change
6.3 Drivers. There shall be a maximum of eight (8) drivers to participate in the

qualifying finals series, comprising the North Island Amateur Driving Champion

and the seven drivers who, in accordance with rule 5.6, are the next highest ranked

drivers, at the completion of the race series. In the event that one or

more of the above drivers, for any reason, cannot participate in the qualifying series, the next highest ranked driver in the race series shall substitute.

It was resolved that the AGM minutes of 2010 are considered not to be a true & accurate record of the discussion at the meeting and require a change. This will need to be done at the 2011 AGM Gayleen MacKinnon/A Phillips
Most people at this meeting (Nov 1 2010) attended the AGM and supported this motion

The attendees at this meeting felt that the winner of the summer series should not be the N I Champion but should be recognised as the winner of the summer series and awarded the Anzac Cup
The motion to clarify was put

That the Summer Series winner automatically qualifies for the NZ Finals and that the North Island Champion is the highest point scorer in the North Island Finals Series
 J Darby/A Phillips
This motion was accept with 3 votes against 
I Brownlee, J Nigro, Steve Hollander)
The votes against were because of a lack of support for the Summer Series winner gaining automatic entry into the NZ finals

The formal discussion and correction of the minutes will need to be done at the 2011 AGM

Further 

It was resolved that the Anzac Cup be used to recognise the winner of the Continental Engineering Summer series

Steve Hollander/Ival Brownlee
The cup will be brought back from ChCh by Steve Hollander

North Island finals: 
The committee resolved to apply for funding for 6 races instead of 4, in an attempt to improve the credibility of the competition. 
Jeff Darby/ John Kriechbaumer
The discussion reiterated the need for the final 8 qualifiers to nominate suitable horses

Drivers Room:
The status quo will continue with the Horseman’s Association supporting the amateurs’ use of the drivers’ room. Any horseman with a complaint is asked to go through the Horsemen’s Assoc. Graeme Running has seen a copy of the correspondence on this matter.

Fun day Fundraising:

Planning is to begin on a fun day to be held in Feb 2011, possible dates are 20th or 27th. Gayleen is to check with ATC and confirm date. There is also an amateur workshop planned for the same time. This fun day would be a combined activity with Kidz Kartz

Numbers: Gayleen is to get a price from Bruce Lloyd for a new set of numbers failing that the old set needs some repairs. Further Gayleen to see if there are any other old ATC sets available.

Trot North:

Steve Hollander reported that there had been considerable activity at North Harbour making the track (790m) and facilities an excellent option for amateur trainer/drivers. Sally Fenning is living on the property and there has been a major tidy up. Tuesday mornings a number of trainers fast work together eg S Ashworth, K Hollander,  G Jones. The centre of the track is used for truck parking however the resulting crossing has been managed by utilising advice from Addingtons track manager john Denton and therefore is not creating a problem.
Steve Hollander further advised that the Hobbit movie would require horses (bay geldings) if anyone wanted a home for a horse.

Northern Harness Cadets Awards will be held on 12 Dec.

It was resolved to support these awards by donating $500
Phil Niall/Ival Brownlee
Field Numbers:

The question of field size was raised. There was very spirited discussion on both sides. This matter will be put forward for discussion again prior to 2011AGM
2011 AGM:
Following on from the previous discussion the suggestion was made that changes in rules should be discussed and developed into remits prior to the AGM then the proposed rule change or remit should be advised on the website and in the meeting’s agenda. The meeting accepted this plan.

Next meeting Monday 6th December 2010.

The meeting closed at 8.46pm
　
　
