Monthly Meeting Minutes

For the NZ Amateur Drivers Association Inc - Auckland Branch
Held on Monday 7th September 2009
 
Present:    Ival Brownlee, Phil Clabby, John Kriechbaumer, Allan McCollum, Glenis Ryan, 

Jeff Darby, Jon Nigro, Johnnie Butcher, Steve Phillips, Anne Phillips, Emma Chan, 

Gayleen MacKinnon, Frank Bosch, Dave Petersen, Bruce Hadley, Danny Blakemore, Richard Yoakley,

Sally Yoakley

                                 

Apologies:  Matt Stormont, Robyn Arnold, Terry Wenn

Meeting opened at 6.30pm in the Stables Café, Alexandra Park Raceway

 
Previous Minutes:   Ratified by: Anne Phillips    Seconded by: Jon Nigro

Matters arising from previous minutes

Caps & Shirts
Not on Website yet. Bruce Hadley has pictures and will load relevant data on the Website.

Workshops   

The Workshops scheduled for 22nd/23rd August 2009 and 5th/6th September 2009 at Alexandra Park

were both cancelled.

It is now planned to hold one at the beginning of November and one in the first week of December 09.

Amateur Driving Workshop Southland 
The workshop scheduled in Southland - weekend 3rd/4th October 2009 will now be held at Winton as there are gallops on at Ascot Park.

Some people that were attending the course are involved with the gallops and will not be able to attend so

ads are being run in the Southland papers to try and fill the positions. 

Novices

There have been quite a few races recently where Novices have been able to drive. There are a number of Novice Drivers now who have completed 9 or 10 drives and are practising their time trials.

Any driver competing in a Novice heat, whether they be an Advanced Amateur or a Professional driver must abide by the Novice heat restrictions i.e. no whips to be used and/or carried. 

Finance

Jon Nigro advised the Awards Night cost $450 due to short numbers.  A note for next year is that the price per ticket should be $30.00.

The money for the Courses has still not been received but it should be in on 11/09/09.

Three helmets have been purchased.

The collection of race fees from the Drivers on Friday 04/09/09 was very good.  

End of Year Function

The End of Year Function was a very successful night. The food was great.

A special thank you to Steve Hollander for being MC and doing so well at short notice.

Glenis will organise for thank you letters to be sent out to Peter & Karen Blanchard and also Tony Robb

for their assistance.

A note for next year:  Need to organise a sound system or microphone.

Summer Series

First race was on Friday 4th September.

Please be reminded that all horses must be in the parade ring while the tote race is being run so that they can get on the track promptly.

It was suggested that there needs to be a pre-race talk to new drivers when it is their first time on the track or buddy them up with someone.  Also Amateur drivers not in the race could assist new drivers.

Colours – Summer Series Races

For the purpose of the Summer Series all drivers are to be encouraged to wear their Trainer’s colours where at all possible. If unable to wear Trainers’ colours any colours worn must be registered and notification of this must be made to Gayleen so that she can inform the commentators and others concerned of the said change. Please advise colours when nominating.
Advanced Amateur Tote Races

Steve Phillips advised that 10 Advanced Amateur Tote Races have been approved for this season – 5 each North and South Islands.

Looking to start March 2nd – Kumeu meeting, March 9th Franklin meeting and then the next 3 Tuesdays.

Sponsorship

John Kriechbaumer and Bruce Hadley are meeting with a prospective new sponsor on 08/09/09 to submit a proposal.

GENERAL BUSINESS.

Race Book

There is space for the updated points to be entered in the Race Book. Phil Clabby will advise Gayleen.

Debrief Room

At this stage there is no room available. Gayleen trying to sort.    

Trainers Prize

The meeting discussed the decision of the July Committee meeting, where it was decided that the Intercontinental sulky would be awarded by ballot, with each trainer earning one ticket in the draw for each 5 starters in amateur races during the series, in order to provide better incentive for all trainers to provide horses for amateur events.  To avoid conflict with the present rules, it was decided that the trainers’ incentive scheme (with the sulky prize to be awarded by ballot) should stand separate from the Trainers Competition provided for in the rules. The trainers’ competition will, therefore, remain in place and run in parallel with the trainers’ incentive scheme, with the leading trainer at the end of the season being recognised at the awards night along with other awards (but obviously won’t get a sulky). 

Overseas Visitors

Australians

A team of Australians is coming over to race Cup Week in the NZ/Australian Challenge. There will be 

4 Australian drivers, 2 from Auckland and 2 from Christchurch 

3 Amateur Races will be run.  (No Advanced Amateur Race.)

The cost will be $120 a drive. The NZ Assn will pay for the Australians.

Weekend of Drivers Champs – Southland – 21st  November 2009 (Invercargill)

The team travelling south for the Weekend of Drivers Champs is:

Johnnie Butcher

Phil Clabby

Bruce Hadley

Matt Stormont

Auckland/Canterbury Challenge 

Does anyone have the Auckland/Canterbury shield??.

Fun Day 31/12/09
Looking at having dual sulky rides on 31/12/09 Alexandra park - $20 a ride. Also have Kids Karts.

Try and grow interest with Corporates

Danny Blakemore will assist Ival with this.

SPECIAL AWARDS

WE ALL EXTEND OUR CONGRATULATIONS AND MUCH APPRECIATION TO OUR VERY DESERVING RECIPIENTS:

ANNE PHILLIPS

New Zealand’s “Unsung Hero” Award winner at the HRNZ Annual Awards in Christchurch.
IVAL BROWNLEE

“North Island Amateur Driver of the Year” Award winner (sponsored by Manukau Trotting Club) at the 2009 Alabar North Island Harness Racing Awards.

Meeting closed at 7.50p.m.

Next meeting is Monday 5th October 2009 at 6.30p.m

Agenda items to Glenis Ryan by Friday 2nd October 2009 

E-mail: glenis@hydroflow.co.nz
