MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF MEMBERS OF THE NZ AMATEUR DRIVERS ASSOCIATION HELD AT COMMODORE AIRPORT HOTEL, CHRISTCHURCH ON THURSDAY 10TH NOVEMBER 2011 AT 6:30PM

	PRESENT:
	Trevor Ward (chairman), Stewart Ashworth, Jeff Darby, Sheldon Murtha, Steve Phillips, Richard Sissons, Mike Yoakley and Sally Yoakley 

	
	

	APOLOGIES:
	Apologies were received and sustained from Ival Brownlee, Gavin Cook, Steve Hollander, and John Kreichbaumer

	
	

	RULE AMENDMENTS
	It was moved Sissons/Darby “That a new clause 23(g) be adopted in the rules of NZ Amateur Drivers Association Inc as follows 

Clause 23 (g) No member of the organisation or any person associated with a member shall participate in or materially influence any decision made by the organisation in respect of the payment to or on behalf of that member or associated person of any income benefit, or advantage whatsoever.  Any such income paid shall be reasonable and relative to that which would be paid in an arm’s length transaction (being the open market value).  The provisions and effect of this clause shall not be removed from this document, and shall be included and implied into any document replacing this document”  Carried

	
	

	
	It was moved Sissons/Darby “That a new clause 36( c) be adopted in the rules of NZ Amateur Drivers Association Inc as follows 

No addition to or alteration of the aims/objects, payments to members clause 23 (g) or the winding up clause 39 shall be approved without the approval of Inland Revenue.  The provisions and effect of this clause shall not be removed from this document and shall be included and implied into any document replacing this document.  Carried

	
	

	
	It was moved Sissons/Darby “That the rules of NZ Amateur Drivers Association Inc incorporating all the amendments to the rules passed at this and previous meeting, as tabled be adopted and filed with Incorporated Societies”  Carried.


There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:15pm. 
Read and confirmed

………………………………..
………………………

Chairman



Date

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF THE NZ AMATEUR DRIVERS ASSOCIATION HELD AT COMMODORE AIRPORT HOTEL, CHRISTCHURCH ON THURSDAY 10 NOVEMBER 2011 AT 6:40PM
	PRESENT:
	Trevor Ward (chairman), Stewart Ashworth, Jeff Darby, Sheldon Murtha, Steve Phillips, Richard Sissons, Mike Yoakley and Sally Yoakley 

	
	

	APOLOGIES:
	Apologies were received and sustained from Ival Brownlee, Gavin Cook, Steve Hollander, and John Kreichbaumer and Paul Yesberg

	
	

	MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 10 NOVEMBER 2010
	Minutes of the meeting held on the 21st July 2011 having been circulated were taken as read and approval was given to the Chairman to sign these as a true and correct record of the business of that meeting.

	
	

	MATTERS ARISING
	ACC cover – World Amateur Drivers Championship

	
	The meeting considered that all visiting drivers and travelling companions are covered under ACC but Trevor Ward undertook to confirm with Paul Yesberg.

	
	

	CORRESPONDENCE
	Correspondence sent and received since the last meeting with Inland Revenue, Lion Foundation, Invercargill Licencing Trust, Bluegrass Trust was tabled and received.

	
	

	FINANCIAL POSITION
	Financial statements for the 6 months included 30 September 2011, which included World Amateur Driver Championships, capitations fees from USA and amateur drivers sponsorships were tabled and received.
Since 30 September 2011 further capitation fees have been received from other country participants and invoices have been issued to corporate sponsors and it is expected all budgeted income will be received by end December 2011.

	
	

	REGIONAL REPORTS
	Jeff Darby reported that the Auckland/Waikato summer series started well but the introduction of more totalisator races has necessitated some date changes.
An amateur workshop was held 05/06 November with 10 participants with 2-3 possibilities. 

Michelle Northcote has become and advanced amateur driver

Richard Sissons reported that the Canterbury summer series started with 2 of the first 3 races abandoned for lack of horses but since then 1 heat has been staged most weekends with 2 heats at the Banks Peninsular Trotting Club race day.

A split amateur workshop was held 9 October and 16 October with 8 particpants and 1 has already raced in her first novice heat and others expected to carry on. 



	
	

	AMATEUR TOTALISATOR RACES
	In Auckland there was some initial reaction from North Island professional drivers to increased totalisator races but once it was understood that these are extra races which would not be run unless with amateur horses and drivers, and once Kevin Smith published in Harness Racing Weekly that these extra amateur races could add $5,000 to all race stakes at premier meetings, any concern disappeared. 
Auckland Trotting Club is planning to introduce amateur claiming races in December which may be a two edged sword if amateurs are reluctant to enter horses which might be claimed.
Betting on average is the 6th/7th best betting race. 

Four former open horsemen, Luke Edmonds, Tremain Thorby, Warren Rich and Frank Phelan have taken out advanced licences and compete regularly.

There have been no totalisator races in Canterbury since the change in race numbers but there are races programmed for 22 November, 7 December and 20 December 2011. 



	2012 WORLD AMATEUR DRIVER CHAMPIONSHIPS
	In the absence of Gavin Cook the championship co-ordinator Richard Sissons reported that the countries being represented are Netherlands, USA, Norway, Germany, Spain, Czech Republic, Russia, Denmark, Ukraine, Belgium, Switzerland, France and New Zealand.

The latest budget update was tabled and received.

Corporate sponsorship has been obtained, although this was difficult in the current economic climate, and an application for Trust funding will be made, but to the extent that there is any shortfall amateur drivers will be levied. 

Accordingly it was resolved Sissons/Ward “That an application be made to the Southern Trust for a grant of $6,751 to cover the cost of venue/marquee hire on Banks Peninsula Trotting Club race day, coach hires in Auckland and Canterbury and country flags”  Carried 


	INTER-PROVINCIAL CHAMPIONSHIP 20 NOVEMBER 2011
	Michelle Caig has reported that there will be 3 races on the day with some sponsorship arranged locally to reduce driver costs.

	
	

	NZ REPRESENTATIVE TO FUTURE WORLD AMATEUR DRIVER CHAMPIONSHIPS
	There was discussion on whether the criteria as decided at the NZADA meeting on 16 August 2010 for the selection of the 2012 representative will still be relevant in the future. 

The current selection basis is via the NZ Championships, which are open to both full and advanced licenceholders, although only an advanced licence holder with the required number of wins can represent New Zealand. 

At the risk of downgrading the NZ Championships and non-participation by advanced licenceholders in the lead-up summer series there was consideration on the need for a separate advanced driver only series to choose the future NZ representative.

It is unlikely that open/graduation horsemen who relinquish their licences to become advanced amateurs to drive in the totalisator races restricted to amateur drivers, will take part in the summer series, and these skilled drivers must be eligible to represent New Zealand.

The meeting decided that the selection process for future world amateur driver championship representatives and also the future for the NZ championship be referred back to the regions for consideration at the next meeting. 



	AMATEUR LICENCING
	The draft report on amateur licencing prepared by Gavin Cook was tabled for discussion. 
It was considered that proposing a 25 drive criteria for an advanced licence without the time/wins criteria was inappropriate as many amateurs are not involved in day to day training horses which allows that criteria to be appropriate for trainers and stable hands. 

The meeting considered that any review of amateur licences with Harness Racing NZ should wait until the take-up of amateur licences by open/graduation horsemen is better known. 

The draft was received and referred back to the regions for further discussion.



	AUDITOR
	It was moved Sissons/Ward “That Murray Mowat be appointed auditor for the ensuing year”  Carried.

	
	

	NEXT MEETING
	The next council meeting will be held in Auckland in May 2012.

	
	


There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:15pm. 
Read and confirmed

………………………………..
………………………

Chairman



Date
